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The Ipswich River drains a 155 square-mile mostly rural watershed 
area north of Boston, Massachusetts, eventually draining into Ipswich 
Bay and Plum Island Sound after a 45-mile journey through 22 
towns.  The river suffers from low-flow 
and no-flow conditions and even flow 
reversal, due to public water supply 
withdrawals from groundwater and 
surface water, natural low-flow, and 
export of wastewater outside the basin, 
according to a U.S. Geological Survey 
report.  As a result, the river is listed 
under Section 303(d) of both the State 
and Federal Clean Water Acts.  American 
Rivers designated the Ipswich River as 
one of the 20 most threatened rivers in the country, based on water 
withdrawals, development, and pollution.  

Horsley Witten Group was retained by the Ipswich River Watershed 
Association to develop a Watershed Management Plan to restore flow, 
assist in forming a Watershed Management Council incorporating river 
stakeholders, build consensus and support for restoring flow, conduct a 
Resource Economics study of the costs and benefits of restoring flow, 
develop a stakeholder survey to help assess and recognize economic 
recreational values of the river, model hydrological alternatives for 
remediation, and provide public outreach concerning the values of a 
restored river.  Numerous public meetings and stakeholder meetings 
were held, involving municipal water officials, agencies, regulators, 
user groups, residents, scientists, and others.  
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