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CAPE FIRM WINS $17 MILLION U.S. EPA DRINKING WATER PROTECTION CONTRACT
SANDWICH, Mass., June 10, 2008—The Cape Cod-based Horsley Witten Group, Inc. has been awarded a seven year, $17 million contract to provide Safe Drinking Water Act support for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

A full-service environmental consulting firm and EPA contractor since 1992, Horsley Witten is nationally recognized for its source water and drinking water protection work with states and local communities.  This contract follows on the heels of the firm’s five-year, $5 million contract to support the EPA’s water security mission, awarded in February 2008, bringing the EPA’s total commitment to $22 million.
 “We’re excited to expand our relationship with the EPA,” said Mark Nelson, P.G. and a Principal of the Horsley Witten Group. “We provide the EPA with a unique local perspective on drinking water protection based on our understanding of community water systems, a perspective that is increasingly vital to their national outreach mission.” 
Under this new contract, Horsley Witten will support the EPA Office of Ground Water and Drinking Water.  This arm of the EPA is responsible for administering the Safe Drinking 
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Water Act, which governs 160,000 public water supply systems across the United States.  
Horsley Witten will provide guidance in the two distinct areas of water security and source water protection.
The company’s water security work will focus on emergency response preparation.  Through seminars, workshops and crisis exercises, Horsley Witten executives will continue to train water officials throughout the nation to be better prepared should a terrorist attack or natural disaster occur. Over the last two years, the company has conducted nearly 60 workshops for more than 1,000 state and local officials in 34 states.
Cape Cod is a particularly fertile training ground due to its outlying location along the East Coast hurricane path, and Barnstable County acted as a valuable proving ground, according to Nelson.  “We developed tabletop exercises for water officials to plan for an intentional contamination event, which were initially tested with officials from the Barnstable County Regional Emergency Planning Committee.  The REPC members provided crucial feedback used to refine the final exercises, and based on this, the exercises we conducted on Cape Cod are now being rolled out nationally.” 
Under this new contract, Horsley Witten will lead training exercises in Pennsylvania and the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area as well as other locales across the country.
Horsley Witten will also continue to provide technical guidance to the EPA on land use and source water protection planning. Specifically, the company will assist the EPA with training and outreach tools for local officials to use in protecting the quality and quantity of potable groundwater and drinking water, evaluating threats from contamination sources such as septic systems and larger wastewater disposal systems, hazardous materials storage facilities and other pollution sources. The company will also support the EPA’s mission to manage the use of aquifers for storage and retrieval of potable water, and in permitting and tracking hazardous materials injection wells, large septic systems, and stormwater and wastewater disposal wells.

Millions of Americans receive high quality drinking water every day from their public water systems. Nonetheless, drinking water safety cannot be taken for granted. There are a number of threats to drinking water: improperly disposed of chemicals; pesticides; human and animal wastes; man-made and natural disasters and naturally-occurring substances can all 
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contaminate drinking water. The planning for these common threats continues across the country, along with that of newer threats, intentional contamination or damage to a system from a natural disaster such as a hurricane.
“We welcome the opportunity to play a role in protecting drinking water quality at the national level,” said Nelson.
Horsley Witten Group, Inc. is a small business, full-service environmental services firm combining engineering and science with land use planning, economics and public policy.  Offering creative and innovative solutions to environmental problems, Horsley Witten provides specialized consulting services in sustainable development techniques, coastal and watershed protection, site design and land use regulation. Clients include government agencies at the federal, state, regional and municipal levels, as well as private sector organizations, non-profit associations and individuals. Incorporated in 1988, the company has offices in Sandwich and Newburyport, Mass. and Providence, RI.  More information is available at www.horsleywitten.com. 

###

_1139986834.bin

