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Scope of First Presentation

ÅUses LEED-ND as a òReference Pointó

ðLEED 2009 for Neighborhood Development Rating System

(CNU, NRDC, USGBC, 2009)

ÅExamines Standards and ask:

ðIs the Standard customarily regulated in Zoning?

ðIs the Standard ònecessaryó from a Zoning perspective?

ðIs  the Standard òZoning Readyó as presented by LEED?

ðIf not, how can we adjust the standard to better suit 

Rhode Islandõs framework and zoning òbest practicesó.

ðWhere does the standard get incorporated?

ðTrying to look at broad levels of change, not just special 

situations. (Planned Unit Development, etc.)
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Other Information

ÅHandout with brief summary

Åwww.horsleywitten.com/pubs

ÅEnterprise Green Communities 

www.greencommunitiesonline.org

http://www.horsleywitten.com/pubs
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The Structure of LEED -ND Standards

ÅFive Categories

ðSmart Location and Linkage

ðNeighborhood Pattern and Design

ðGreen Infrastructure and Buildings

ðInnovation and Design Process

ðRegional Priority Credit
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Municipal Responsibilities

ÅPlan for Smart Locations and Linkages in the 

Comprehensive Plan and the CIP.

ÅGet them on your Future Land Use Map and 

your Zoning Map.

ÅEngage with RIPTA, RIDOT, Statewide Planning, 

DEM, CRMC, Rhode Island Housing, etc.

ÅLocate your Civic Facilities appropriately.

ÅInvest in pedestrians and bikes.
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Smart Location and Linkage

ÅCredit #4: Bicycle Network and Storage

ðBicycle network (not a great ôfitõ for Zoning)

ðBicycle storage 

ÅMulti -unit residential

ÅRetail

ÅNonresidential other than retail

ðZoning: Parking and Bicycle Storage 
Requirements
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Smart Location and Linkage

ÅCredit #6: Steep Slope Protection

ÅThree Options
ðAvoid sites and disturbance of slopes over 15%

ðRestore previously developed steep slopes

ðSteep slope allowances.
ÅLess than 40% of development on slopes 25%-40%

ÅLess than 60% of development on slopes of 15%-25%

ÅPercent of buildable land beyond 15% slope must exceed 
percent of built land on 15% or more.

ÅEasements for undisturbed slopes

ÅZoning: Definition of òDevelopable Landó 
and Other Site Development Criteria
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Neighborhood Pattern and Design

ÅPrerequisite #1: Walkable Streets

ð90% of building frontage opens to a public space

ð15% of buildings on frontage are 1:3 for width:height

ð90% continuous 8-foot/4 -foot wide sidewalks

ð>20% frontage accesses garages or service bays

ÅZoning: Site Design Standards or District 

Design Guidelines
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Neighborhood Pattern and Design
ÅCredit #1: Walkable Streets
ð16 possible standards
ÅSetbacks

ÅEntrances

ÅStreet-level transparency

ÅHeight:width ratio

ÅFacades

ÅOn-Street parking

ÅBicycle design

ÅSidewalk Intrusion

ÅOthers

ÅZoning: Decide what is appropriate to zoning 
and what should be regulations.
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Setbacks
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Transparency and Entranceways
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Setbacks, Connections 

and Blank Walls


