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The Horsley Witten Group (HW) and the Center for Watershed 
Protection (CWP) conducted a two-day erosion and sediment 
control (ESC) training workshop with the Puerto Rico 
Department of Natural and Environmental Resources and the 
Environmental Quality Board (EQB), under funding from the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Coral 
Reef Conservation Program.  

More than 45 participants attended the training.  
The workshop included one day in the classroom 
discussing: why ESC at construction sites is 
important; federal and local ESC regulations 
and requirements, led by EPA and EQB staff; a 
review of various vegetative and structural ESC 
practices; and a small group exercise in reading 
an ESC plan.  

The second day included a hands-on field trip 
to a nearby construction site where participants 
installed silt fence, inlet protection, check 
dams, erosion control blanket, and temporary 
seeding (with hydroseeder).  Back in the 
classroom, the group brainstormed an alternative ESC plan 
for the field site, discussed maintenance requirements for ESC 
practices, and brainstormed challenges and solutions to improving 
implementation of ESC in Puerto Rico.

Materials for the field work were provided and donated by 
Alejandor Perez with GRP and JM Caribbean Distributors, as 
well as the site contractor.  
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