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Horsley Witten Group, Inc. (HW) provides technical, logistical, and 
administrative support for EPA’s National Water Program (NWP) 
Climate Change Strategy.   The National Water Program: Response to 
Climate Change (published September 2008) represents 
the NWP’s initial effort to understand the implications 
of climate change for clean water and drinking water 
programs.  In addition to implementing the 2008 
Strategy, the NWP is now initiating efforts to update and 
revise the Strategy.

In support of this effort, HW provides facilitation and 
technical, logistical, and administrative support for the 
State-Tribal Climate Change Council and the NWP 
Climate Change Retreats.  HW will also be assisting 
with a series of follow-up interviews with stakeholder 
groups to continue the discussion and gather additional 
input.  A second retreat is planned for the fall of 2010 
and a draft strategy is expected in early 2011.

HW produced a series of fact sheets and technical 
resources for the NWP, including a summary of EPA’s Office 
of Water climate change activities and EPA Regional and Large 
Aquatic Ecosystem Program climate change and water activities, 
available at:  http://www.epa.gov/ow/climatechange/implementation.
html.  HW publishes a bi-weekly e-newsletter (http://www.epa.gov/
ow/climatechange/), highlighting climate change and water related 
events, publications, and news, distributed to over 1,500 people.  HW 
is also providing support for the redesign and development of web-
ready pages for the NWP Climate Change website.
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EPA Region 1

Region 1 is supporting the EPA National Water Program 
Climate Change Strategy through programs that address 
both climate change mitigation and adaptation needs and 
resources.  Region 1 is internally addressing climate change 
through establishing a Climate Change Network, holding 
“Climate 101” seminars, and hosting a regional conference 
on climate change impacts.  Region 1 has also conducted 
extensive education and outreach, holding a series of 

workshops, conferences, and 
meetings. 

Four Climate Ready Estuary 
(CRE) pilot projects are 
underway with the Casco 
Bay Estuary Partnership, the 
Massachusetts Bays Program, 
the Piscataqua Region 
Estuaries Partnership, and the 
Long Island Sound Study, a 
Region 1 & 2 National Estuary 
Program (NEP).  In addition, 

the New England Environmental Finance Center is piloting 
the COAST sea level rise action evaluation tool.  Region 1 
is also working with the Gulf of Maine Council’s Climate 
Change Network and Ecosystem Indicators Partnership to 
develop climate change indicators based on sea level rise, air 
temperature, and precipitation data. 

The Region released “A Guide to Residential Green 
Building” in New England in March 2008 and has a popular 
Green Building website: http://www.epa.gov/region1/topics/
envpractice/gbuildings.html.  The new Region 1 office and 
regional laboratory also incorporate green building design.

For additional information regarding Region 1’s water 
and climate programs, visit:  http://www.epa.gov/region1/
climatechange/index.html, or contact Mel Cote, e-mail:  cote.
mel@epa.gov; phone:  (617) 918-1553.

EPA Region 2

Region 2 is focusing their climate change and water 
programs on the protection of coral reefs in the Caribbean 

through promoting the Coral Reef Team and providing 
grants for outreach and education that support the 2008 
International Year of the Reef.  Region 2 and EPA’s Office of 
Research and Development (ORD) have played an important 
role in efforts to characterize impacts to coral degradation 
from both local and global stressors, including land-based 
sources of pollution and climate change.

Three CRE projects are underway: the Barnegat Bay Estuary 
Program; the Long Island Sound Study, a Region 1 & 2 
NEP; and the Partnership for the Delaware Estuary (PDE), a 
Region 2 & 3 NEP.  PDE created a team to estimate the value 
of losses/changes in natural capital from climate change 
effects and to demonstrate how ecosystem services valuation 
can be utilized to facilitate adaptation planning.  

A Green Team was established to coordinate green 
initiatives, including green buildings, and to implement the 
WaterSense Program.  Region 2 also established a Climate 
Change/Energy Workgroup to coordinate and track energy 
and climate change activities.  

Additional information on Region 2’s climate change 
activities can be found at:  http://www.epa.gov/region2/
climate/ or contact Patricia Pechko, e-mail:  pechko.
patricia@epa.gov; phone: (212) 637-3796.

EPA Region 3

Region 3 is focusing their water and climate change 
programs on outreach to wastewater and water treatment 
plants by conducting multiple workshops on energy 
and water use for water/wastewater infrastructure.  In 
cooperation with the U.S Department of Energy, Region 3’s 
Underground Injection Control (UIC) Program is working 
with energy companies on permit requirements for the 
construction and operation of coal bed sequestration sites. 

The PDE was chosen as one of six NEP pilot projects, 
receiving targeted support from the CRE Program, lead by 
the EPA Office of Water (OW) and the Office of Air and 
Radiation (OAR).  Region 3 is collaborating with Region 
2, the PDE, OAR, and contractors to incorporate ecosystem 
services impacts and implement a methodology for 
identifying and valuing the ecological impacts of sea level 
rise on the New Jersey portion of the Delaware Estuary.
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